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Mr  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  condition  of  the  district  for  the  year  1958. 

The  Report  follows  the  general  lines  indicated  in  Circular 
22/58,  dated  9th  December,  1958  from  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

I am  indebted  to  your  Surveyor  and  Water  Engineer  for 
information  supplied  respecting  water  supplies,  sewerage  and  public 
cleansing,  incorporated  in  this  Report. 

I would  thank  you,  Mr  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council, 
for  your  continued  courtesy  and  consideration,  and  it  gives  me 
particular  pleasure  to  express  once  more  my  thanks  to  all  the  members 
of  the  staff  of  my  Department  for  their  help  throughout  another  year. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


June,  1959* 
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SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres)  6,511 
Population  (1951  census)  25,739 
Population  (est.  middle  1956)  26,300 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  1956)  8,056 
Rateable  value  (1956)  £246,883 
Estimated  product  of  Id  rate  (1958)  £955 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Deaths : 


M. 

F. 

Total 

152 

198 

250 

Death  Rate  per 

1,000  population 

11.1 

Death  Rate  per 

1,000  population 

(England  and  Wales)  11.7 

Live  Births : 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate 

179 

195 

374 

Illegitimate 

8 

_2 

10 

187 

197 

384 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  14.1 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  (England 

and  Wales)  16.4 


Still  Births : 

M.  F.  Total 


Legitimate 

5 

6 

11 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

__5 

6 

11 

Still  Births  rate 

per  1,000  live  and 

still  births 

26.9 

Still  Births  rate 

per  1,000  live  and 

still  births 

(England 

and  Wales) 

21.6 

Total  Live  and  Still 

Births : 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate 

184 

201 

385 

Illegitimate 

8 

2 

10 

192 

203 

395 

• ...  . 
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Infant  Deaths : 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Infant  mortality  rate  per 
Infant  mortality  rate  per 

Infant  mortality  rate  per 

Infant  mortality  rate  per 

Neo-Natal  Deaths  (first  four 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


M.  F . Total 

3 3 6 

0 0 0 

3 2.  Jl 

1,000  live  births  - total  15.6 

1,000  live  births  - total 
(England  and  Wales)  22.5 

1,000  live  births  - 

legitimate  16.0 

1,000  live  births  - 


illegitimate  0 

weeks ) : 

M.  F.  Total 

0 2 2 

0 0 0 

0 2 2 


Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  5*2 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

(England  and  Wales)  16.2 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  births  2.6 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  0 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  0 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 

(England  and  Wales)  .43 
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SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


A review  of  the  above  was  given  in  a previous  Annual  Report. 

Laboratory  facilities  continue  to  be  available  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Groby  Road,  Leicester.  During  1958  the  following 
examinations  were  carried  out  for  your  authority 

Blood  2 

Throat  and  nose  swabs  4 

Faeces  and  urine  214 

Sputa  115 

mik  250 

Ice  Cream  & Iced  Lollies  48 

Water  28 

Food  1 

Mi sc  ellaneous  5 7 

719 


National  Assistance  Act,  1947- 

Although  no  action  was  taken  under  Section  47  of  this  Act 
a number  of  cases  were  dealt  with  informally.  Many  visits  were  paid 
to  aged  persons  who  appeared  to  be  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 
Assistance  from  near  relatives  was  obtained  in  some  instances. 

This  is  an  ever  increasing  problem  for  as  the  population 
lives  longer  we  shall  have  more  and  more  old  people  with  us. 
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SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  public  water  supply  for  the  area  is  obtained  from  the 
new  red  sandstone  measures  overlying  the  coal  measures,  water  being 
pumped  from  boreholes  and  pit  shafts  sunk  into  and  through  these 
measures  respectively.  These  public  supplies  are  situated  at  Broom 
Leys  Pumping  Station,  Holly  Hayes  Pumping  Station,  Whitwick  Colliery 
and  ELlistown  Colliery,  and  all  water  from  these  sources  is  chlorinated, 
the  Ellistown  and  Whitwick  Colliery  supplies  also  being  filtered. 

The  average  daily  output  from  these  sources  during  the  year 

was 

Broom  Leys  ...  ...  ...  180,709  gallons 

Holly  Hayes  ...  ...  ...  288, 811  gallons 

Whitwick  and  Ellistown  Collieries  410,896  gallons 

The  total  quantity  of  water  pumped  from  the  various  sources 
during  the  year  was  320,352,000  gallons,  an  increase  of  4,833*000 
gallons  compared  with  1957* 

45*274*000  gallons  were  supplied  in  bulk  to  Market  Bosworth 
Rural  Disttict  Council,  an  increase  of  2,464,000  gallons  on  the  1957 
figure. 


Daily  consumption  for  the  Urban  area  for  all  purposes 
averaged  27-6  gallons  per  head  of  the  population. 

The  required  standard  of  purity  for  a public  water  supply 
was  maintained  during  1958.  6 samples  of  raw  (untreated)  water  and 

7 of  treated  water  going  into  supply  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  during  the  year,  with  the  following  results 


Whitwick 

Colliery 

Raw  Treat. 

-1  -2 


Ellistown 

Colliery 

Raw  Treat. 

+2  -2 


Holly  Hayes 

Raw  Treat. 

-2 


Broom  Lqys 
Pumping  Station 

Raw  Treat . 

-3  -1 
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8,038  houses  in  the  area  have  a water  supply  direct  from 
the  public  mains,  and  20  houses,  including  some  outlying  farms,  still 
have  to  rely  on  wells  or  springs . 

During  the  year  14  houses  were  provided  with  a mains  supply 
of  water  and  the  wells  formerly  in  use  were  closed. 

DRAINAGE  AND  33.ERAGE . 

As  mentioned  in  last  year's  Report  the  position  at  Grange 
Road  caused  grave  concern  and  the  National  Coal  Board  accepted  a claim 
for  the  cost  of  remedial  works  to  counter  the  effects  of  mining 
subsidence. 

These  works,  completed  in  August,  comprised  the  erection  of 
a small  pumping  station  and  installation  of  an  automatic  pump,  together 
with  construction  of  a pumping  main  and  alterations  to  the  main  sewer 
with  provision  for  an  emergency  overflow.  Since  its  installation 
this  pump  has  worked  satisfactorily. 

Certain  other  points  in  the  District  have  been  causing  some 
concern  but  these  are  kept  under  constant  watch  to  prevent  any  nuisance 
arising. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  AND  SALVAGE . 

Public  cleansing  and  scavenging  are  under  the  control  of 
your  Surveyor,  to  whom  I am  indebted  for  the  information.  These 
services  are  provided  for  the  whole  of  the  area.  Five  motor  refuse 
collection  vehicles  are  employed  for  this  purpose. 

During  the  year  41  collections  of  refuse  we re  made  from 
domestic  properties,  giving  an  average  period  between  collections  of 
nine  days.  Owing  to  the  continuous  increase  in  the  number  of  domestic 
properties  in  recent  years  (at  the  rate  of  approximately  150  per  annum) 
it  has  been  found  necessary  to  employ  an  additional  vehicle  during  the 
winter  months  in  order  to  maintain  a regular  collection.  Pail  closets 
were  emptied  weekly. 

In  addition  to  the  existing  tips  at  Silver  Street,  khitwick 
and  Ashby  Road,  Coalville,  tipping  of  refuse  has  commenced  on  land  at 
Standard  Hill  owned  by  the  National  Coal  Board. 
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Wastepaper  salvage  is  collected  at  the  same  time  as 
refuse  from  domestic  properties,  and  a separate  weekly  collection 
is  made  from  shops,  factories  and  offices. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  trade  refuse  is  also 
undertaken  by  the  Council.  In  the  case  of  properties  with  a 
rateable  value  of  £150  or  under,  1 free  bin  is  allowed  per  week, 
and  for  properties  over  £150  rateable  value,  2 free  bins  per  week. 
All  additional  bins  are  charged  at  lOd  each,  bulk  refuse  being 
removed  on  a rechargeable  basis. 


The  estimated  weights  of  refuse  collected  and  disposed 
of  during  the  year  were  as  follows 


Domestic  refuse 
Middens  and  Pails 
Market  Refuse 


13,312  tons 
288  tons 
107  tons. 
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SECTION  F 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Tne  following  tables  show  the  total  notifications  after 
correction  under  age  groups . 


NOTIFICATIONS . 


Scarlet 

Whooping 

Acute 

Polio 

Diphth- 

Dysen- 

. 

Meningo- 

coccal 

Infection 

Age 

Fever 

Cough 

Para- 

lytic 

Non- 

para- 

lytic 

Measles 

eria 

tery 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under 

-1 

year 

4 

1 

1-2  yrs 

1 

3 

1 

2-3  yrs 

2 

1 

2 

• 

3-4  yrs 

2 

1 

1 

1 - " 

1 

2 

2 

4-5  yrs 

3 

3 

2 

1 

5-9  yrs 

7 

6 

2 

3 

1 

11 

10-14  yrs 

1 

1 

1 

15-24  yrs 

25  and  over 

1 

1 

Total 

13 

12 

~n 

11 

1 

i 

i i 

7 

8 

1 

i 

1 

25 

17 

15  1 

i 

i 

i 

i i 

! 

1 

/Notifications  cont’d. 
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Age 

i 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

Smallpox 

Acute 

Encephal- 

itis 

CO 

0 3 

> 0 

•H  -H 

-P  -P 

O O 

0 -P  0 

CH  CO  Ch 

d 0 d 

h a,  h 

Enteric  or 

Typhoid  Fever 

Paratyphoid 

Fevers 

r 

• 

i 

n 

$ 

H 

f) 

Food 

Poisoning 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

- *1 

§ 

a -h 

•d 

a 0 

r— ] -P 
co  d 

A d 
<§•1 

M 

F 

■ ■ -■ 

M 

— 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M F 

M 

F 

M F 

Under  5 

j 

years 

2 

3 

5 - 14 

4 

2 

15  - 44 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

45  - 64 

5 

4 

2 

65  & over 

7 

6 

1 

Total 

15 

18 

1 

6 

3 

33 

- 

1 

7 

3 

1 

DIPHTHERIA . 

According  to  the  return  sent  annually  by  Dr  Gibson,  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  number  of  children  immunised  during  the 
year  was  as  follows  Under  5 years  403,  5 to  14  years  19,  a total 
of  422,  whilst  boosting  injections  were  given  to  257  children. 

The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  immunised  during  the 
past  five  years : 


Year 

^4 

Total 

Boosters 

1954 

289 

9 

298 

268 

1955 

290 

12 

302 

240 

1956 

296 

8 

304 

234 

1957 

324 

15 

339 

254 

1958 

403 

19 

422 

257 

9. 
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That  there  has  been  a fairly  substantial  increase  in  the 
number  of  children  immunised  against  diphtheria  is  gratifying  and 
perhaps  a little  surprising,  gratifying  because  of  the  continued  need 
for  it,  and  surprising  when  one  considers  the  number  of  injections  to 
which  a little  child  may  now  be  subjected.  On  June  1st  the  County 
Council  was  aole  to  extend  its  scheme  of  immunisation  against 
diphtheria  to  include  immunisation  against  whooping  cough,  and  whilst 
very  xew  parents  nowadays  have  any  experience  of  diphtheria  not  many 
are  unaware  of  the  hazards  of  whooping  cough,  and  as  immunisation 
against  both  may  be  combined  it  may  well  be  that  the  extension  has  had 
some  effect  on  the  total  number  being  immunised.  But  when  it  is 
remembered  that,  in  the  normal  course  of  events,  comparatively  soon 
after  the  three  injections  required  for  the  combined  course  against 
diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  have  been  given,  immunisation  against 
poliomyelitis  can,  and  is,  embarked  upon,  parents  are  to  be  congratul- 
ated on  their  apparent  determination  to  take  advantage  of  the  various 
schemes  available.  Many  doctors  now  immunise  against  tetanus  as  well 
and  this  can  be  combined  with  the  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough 
immunisation,  but  the  County  Council  at  present  only  provide  material 
for  immunisation  against  the  two  already  indicated. 

Assuming  that  a baby  is  vaccinated  against  smallpox  in  the 
early  weeks  of  life,  the  next  procedure  is  immunisation  against 
diphtheria  and  whooping  cough,  starting  at  about  four  months  and 
involving  three  injections;  after  an  interval  of  about  six  weeks 
immunisation  against  poliomyelitis,  involving  two  injections  can  be 
embarked  upon,  followed  by  a boosting  injection  against  polio  seven 
months  afterwards.  Later,  boosting  injections  against  diphtheria 
and  whooping  cough  should  be  given,  preferably  at  2 years  and  at  5 
years,  although  the  local  practice  is  to  give  one  at  5 years.  If  the 
way  of  the  transgressor  is  hard,  what  might  one  say  of  the  way  of  the 
modern  child  of  a few  months. 

In  my  experience  few  parents  (or  children)  fail  to  stay  the 
course,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a vaccine  will  eventually  be  made 
available  'which  will  lessen  the  number  of  injections  now  necessary  to 
protect  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  poliomyelitis  and  tetanus. 

POLIOMYELITIS . 

Fortunately  we  were  spared  a continuation  of  the  outbreak  of 
poliomyelitis  which  beset  us  at  tho  end  of  1957-  In  December  of  that 
year  the  Ministry  of  Health  announced  plans  for  extending  the  arrange- 
ments for  immunisation  against  polio,  and  vaccination  was  offered  to 
children  born  between  1943  and  195&  and  to  expectant  mothers.  And  in 
November  1958  further  extension  of  the  offer  was  notified  so  that  now 
the  groups  eligible  are 
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(a)  Children  newly  reaching  sic:  months  of  age. 

(b)  Children  up  to  school  leaving  age. 

(c)  Young  persons  up  to  25  years. 

(d)  Expectant  mothers. 

(e)  General  medical  practitioners  and  their  families. 

(f)  Hospital  and  Nursing  Home  staff  in  contact  with  patients, 

medical  students  and  their  families. 

(g)  Ambulance  service  staff  and  their  families. 

The  arrangements  made  by  the  County  Council,  including 
vaccination  by  general  medical  practitioners  who  wished  to  take  part 
in  the  scheme,  worked  extremely  well  and  it  was  quite  noticeable  that 
the  vast  majority  of  parents  lost  any  reluctance  they  may  originally 
have  felt  about  the  use  of  Salk  Vaccine. 

At  the  time  of  writing,  however,  (May  1959)  the  demand  for 
immunisation  and  boosting  doses,  which  are  also  available,  has  been 
so  great  that  supplies  of  the  vaccine  have  run  short  and  the  date  of 
receipt  of  further  supplies  is  so  uncertain  that  the  whole  scheme 
seems  to  me  to  be  in  danger.  General  practitioners  have  made  arrange- 
ments with  many  patients  - in  some  cases  with  hundreds  - and  unless 
adequate  supplies  are  forthcoming  almost  immediately,  much  inconvenience 
and  confusion  will  result,  the  whole  scheme  brought  into  disrepute, 
and  a splendid  opportunity  will  have  been  lost. 

As  from  July  1st,  at  the  request  of  Dr  Hair  of  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Leicester,  we  have  been  obtaining  five  samples  of 
faeces  per  week  of  children  at  certain  ages  under  5 years  for 
examination  for  virus  content,  and  we  agreed  to  do  this  for  one  year. 

A good  deal  of  administrative  and  outside  work  has  been  involved,  but 
ray  staff  have  shouldered  this  addition  to  their  already  full  duties 
capably  and  cheerfully 

TUBERCULOSIS . 

Particulars  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis,  and  deaths  from 
the  disease  during  the  year  : 
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New  Cases 

Deaths 

r 

Resp . 

j 

Meninges  I Other 
& C.N.S. ! 

Resp. 

Meninges 
& C.N.S. 

Other 

M 

. 

F 

M 

F ; M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  5 

t 

5-14 

1 

1 

i 

15-24 

1 

1 

25-44 

1 

2 

j 

45-64 

3 

1 

1 

) 

65  & over 

2 

\ 

Total 

7 

4 

1 

2 

11 

3 

i 

l 

1 

The  death  rate  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  is  nil,  compared 
with  that  for  England  and  Wales  - .089 

INFANTILE  TOTALITY , 

Six  children  under  one  year  of  age  died  during  the  year,  all 
but  one  of  them  in  hospital.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  15-6 
per  1,000  live  births,  the  lowest  figure  ever  recorded  in  Coalville 
and,  of  course,  a most  satisfactory  one.  For  purposes  of  conparison 
and  to  illustrate  the  great  improvement  which  has  taken  place  over  the 
years  the  following  extracts  from  previous  Annual  Reports  are  appended 

Deaths  of  Infants  Infantile  Still 


under  one  year 

Mortality  Rate 

Bir 

1928 

23 

52 

? 

• 

1933 

23 

69 

11 

1938 

28 

79 

15 

1943 

21 

43 

15 

1948 

16 

33 

9 

1953 

10 

25 

6 

1958 

6 

15.6 

11 

In  1957  there  were  11  deaths  and  6 stall-births.  It  will  be 
observed  that  the  number  of  s tall —births  has  almost  doubled  this  year 
and  it  is  possible  that  this  partly  accounts  for  the  very  low  infantile 
mortality  rate  recorded. 
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Of  the  six  infants  who  died,  two  were  under  A weeks,  one 
was  a month,  one  was  2 months,  and  two  were  9 months.  Two  of  the 
deaths  were  due  to  pneumonia,  two  to  congenital  deformities,  one  to 
cerebral  haanorrhage  due  to  maternal  eclampsia,  and  the  sixth  to  a 
kidney  lesion. 

It  will  be  difficult  to  maintain  such  a satisfactory  state 
of  affairs  but  it  shows  what  can  be  done. 

MATERNITY  UNIT  ACCOMMODATION . 

In  my  last  report  I pointed  out  that  whilst  in  195&  when  the 
Nursing  Home  in  London  Road  was  still  operating,  95  Coalville  babies 
were  born  outside  the  area,  in  1957^  190  Coalville  babies  were  born 
elsewhere.  This  year  395 , live  and  still,  occurred,  but  only  188 
took  place  in  Coalville,  which  means  that  207  Coalville  babies  were 
born  outside  the  district.  In  my  view  this  confirms  the  need  for 
the  provision  of  a maternity  unit  in  Coalville. 

In  1957  following  a meeting  between  Dr  Ramsey,  the  Senior 
Administrative  Medical  Officer  of  the  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital 
Board,  and  local  doctors,  plans  of  the  former  Dispensary  Building  in 
Bakewell  Street,  Coalville,  were  submitted  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Regional  Board  Architect,  but  he  considered  that  the  building  was 
too  small  for  the  purpose  of  housing  a maternity  unit  of  twenty  beds. 

It  is  understood,  however,  that  the  Ministry  of  Health  has  approved 
in  principle  the  proposal  to  establish  a maternity  unit,  but  that  the 
implementation  of  the  proposal  is  dependent  upon  the  necessary 
financial  provision  being  made  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  a 
suitable  site  becoming  available.  One  site  had  already  been 
suggested  but  was  considered  by  the  Board  to  be  unsuitable,  and  another 
one  has  been  put  forward  for  consideration. 
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TABLE  SHOWING  CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  AND 
SEX  DISTRIBUTION  OF  DEATHS  IN  1958 . 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Total 

M 

F 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

Tuberculosis,  other 

Syphilic  disease 

Diphtheria 

Whooping  Cough 

Meningococcal  infections 

Acute  Polionyelitis 

Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

2 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

7 

3 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

6 

6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

6 

6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

3 

3 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

16 

11 

3 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

1 

Diabetes 

3 

2 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

40 

22 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

32 

22 

10 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

8 

4 

4 

Other  heart  disease 

41 

24 

17 

Other  circulatory  disease 

10 

4 

6 

Influenza 

2 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

9 

7 

2 

Bronchitis 

23 

20 

3 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

1 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

4 

2 

2 

Hyperplasis  of  prostate 

3 

3 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

Congenital  malformations 

3 

1 

2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

23 

12 

11 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

1 

/JJ_  other  accidents 

1 

1 

Suicide 

4 

2 

2 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


250 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Coalville  Urban  District  Council 


Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I once  again  present  to  you  a 
report  on  the  activities  of  your  Public  Health  Inspectors . 

The  pages  which  follow  indicate  our  successes  and  our 
failures  and  show  the  practical  results  of  our  work.  They  fail, 
because  they  are  facts  and  figures  to  show  to  what  extent  the  health 
and  welfare  of  the  community  has  been  improved.  Our  efforts  of  today 
must,  if  we  are  to  believe  in  our  work,  bear  fruit  in  the  years  to 
come.  The  statistical  improvements  in  infantile  mortality  rates  and 
infectious  disease  rates  brought  out  in  the  Medical  Officer’s  Report 
have  not  been  achieved  by  recent  efforts  but  by  the  improvements  in 
sanitation  and  environmental  hygiene  which  Dr  Hamilton  and  my 
predecessor  carried  out  in  the  last  decade. 

Mr  John  Citizen  suffering  from  a chronic  chest  complaint 
is  not  going  to  be  miraculously  cured  because  we  condemn  his  very 
damp  and  unfit  house  and  move  him  to  a new  "semi"  in  a more  salubrious 
area.  But  his  children  are  going  to  benefit  because  they  are  going 
to  acquire  the  habit  of  living  in  decent  surroundings  with  modern 
amenities.  Their  children  will  be  born  into  these  better  conditions 
and  will  know  nothing  of  the  insanitary  state  of  their  grandparents  1 
house.  One  has  to  accept  that  some  fall  by  the  wayside  but  I have 
always  held  the  view  that  the  majority  benefit.  This  question  is 
often  raised  in  our  slum  clearance  activities.  In  a block  of  unfit 
houses  one  always  finds  at  least  one  tenant  who  does  not  want  to  move 
and  in  some  such  cases  one  has  to  admit  that  hardship  is  caused  by 
compelling  them  to  leave.  It  was  ever  thus.  For  30  years  I have 
been  finding  the  same  problem  recurring  time  and  time  again.  Should 
we  sit  back  and  let  things  remain  as  they  are  because  a minority 
suffer  inconvenience  or  hardship?  I do  not  think  we  should.  There 
must  be  progress  and  the  old  order  must  be  changed. 

It  is  not  always  easy  to  change  the  old  order  or  in  fact 
the  old  habits.  The  latter  die  very  hard.  We  notice  this  so  very 
often  in  our  efforts  to  improve  'the  methods  of  food  handling.  We  find 
we  are  not  only  up  against  the  old  habits  of  some  of  the  professional 
food  handlers  but  faced  with  the  old  habits  of  some  of  the  customers. 


The  "couldn't  care  less"  attitude.  The  "what  was  good  enough  for  iry 
grandmother  is  good  enough  for  me"  policy.  The  "you  have  get  to  eat 
a certain  amount  of  muck  before  you  die"  standard.  Just  three  of 
the  worn  out  phrases  one  hears.  The  phrases  which  spell  APATHY. 

"Thank  Heaven  for  Little  Girls"  is  the  title  of  a modern 
song  and  I say  "thank  heaven  for  little  boys  too"  for  the  little 
girls  and  the  little  boys  properly  trained  can,  in  the  next  decade, 
set  a new  standard  for  hygiene  and  remove  the  word  "apathy"  from 
their  vocabularies . 

I would  express  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  staff  and 
the  Council  for  their  continued  co-operation  during  the  year. 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION . 


The  sanitary  accommodation  in  the  Urban  area  at  the  end  of 
1958  was  made  up  as  follows 


9146 

6 

25 

8 

92 

4 

15 
6 
4 

16 


water  closets 

privies  in  sewered  areas 

privies  in  areas  at  present  unsewered 

pails  in  sewered  areas 

pails  in  areas  at  present  unsewered 

middens  in  sewered  areas 

middens  in  areas  at  present  unsewered 

dry  ashpits 

chemical  closets  in  sewered  areas 

chemical  closets  in  areas  at  present  unsewered. 


During  the  year  the  total  number  of  privies  in  your  area 
was  reduced  by  1 and  pail  closets  by  1. 


Table  showing  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  pails 
and  privies  in  the  District  since  1946 


At  31st  Dec . 


Sewered  areas 

Privies  Pails 


Unsewered  areas 

Privies  Pails 


1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 


94 

88 

153 

139 

122 

71 

27 

25 

14 

12 

7 

7 

6 


94 

94 

100 

88 

74 

60 

39 

27 

9 

8 

7 

8 
8 


136 

135 

46 

A2 

36 

36 

34 

34 

34 

28 

28 

25 

25 


154 

156 

151 

137 

125 

122 

121 

120 

117 

113 

HO 

93 

92 


As  previously  reported  the  Council  adopted  Section  75(3) 
of  the  PubHc  Health  Act,  1936  and  brought  the  scheme  for  dustbin 
provision  into  operation  on  the  1st  April,  1951* 


As  the  following  table  shows,  of  the  8,058  houses  in  the 
town  over  3,500  were  using  a bin  supplied  under  the  scheme  at  the  ; 
31st  December,  1958 
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New  issues  during  1958  434 
Replacements  during  1958  46 
Total  number  of  bins  issued  3517 
Total  number  of  replacements  369 


During  the  year  consideration  was  given  by  the  Council  to 
this  question  and  it  was  finally  resolved  to  make  the  scheme  a charge 
on  the  general  rate.  This  will  come  into  operation  on  the  1st  April, 
1959,  and  will  in  no  way  affect  its  value  from  a public  health  point 
of  view«  The  charge  of  7/6d  per  bin  supplied  will  be  discontinued 
but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  householders  using  the  bins  will  remanber 
that  they  are  the  property  of  the  Council.  As  ratepayers  they 
should  ensure  a maximum  useful  life  for  the  receptacle  by  using  it 
for  dry  refuse  only,  by  refraining  from  putting  hot  ashes  into  it  and 
by  standing  it  on  a dry  surface. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  particulars  given  below  are  for  all  purposes,  including 
those  given  elsewhere  in  this  Report,  with  the  exception  of  rodent 
extermination . 

Total  number  of  complaints  received 
" " notices  served: 

(a)  formal  - 

(b)  informal 

Inspections  in  connection  with 

Dwellinghous  es 
Infectious  disease  enquiries 
Food  Poisoning 
Verminous  and  dirty  premises 
Drainage  works 
Tents,  vans  and  sheds 
Water  supplies 
Smoke  observations 
Outworkers,  workshops,  etc. 

Shops 

Keeping  of  animals 
x Rodent  control 

Refuse  storage,  collection  & disposal 
Schools 

Slaughterhouse  and  meat  inspection 
Other  food  premises 
Bakehous es 
Dairies 

Miscellaneous  Inspections 


134 


49 

360 


2509 

509 

7 

20 

761 

583 

62 

56 

53 

105 

6 

188 

136 

28 

1189 

976 

58 

108 

7719 


x Not  including  visits  by  Rodent  Operator. 
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Additional  work  was  carried  out  as  under 


Milk  samples  for  biological  examination  74 

" Br.  Abortus  " 4 0 

" " bacteriological  » 16 3 

Ice  Cream  Samples  4^ 

Water  samples  by  Public  Health  Inspectors  3 

Specimens  collected  (food  poisoning, 

poliomyelitis  contacts  etc)  198 

Swabs  taken  from  crockery,  beer  glasses, 

working  surfaces  etc  38 


The  number  of  notices  served  during  the  year,  together  with 
figures  showing  the  number  complied  with,  are  given  in  the  following 
tables  z — 


PRELIMINARY 


Outstanding  on  1st  January 
Issued  during  year 
Complied  with  during  year 
Statutory  action  necessary 
Outstanding  on  31st  December 

STATUTORY 


Outstanding  on  1st  January 
Issued  during  year 
Complied  with  during  year 
Outstanding  on  31st  December 


Housing  Others 


169 

72 

166 

71 

92 

107 

- 

47 

243 

36 

20 

47 

35 

32 


In  one  case  it  was  found  necessary  to  institute  legal 
proceedings  for  failure  to  comply  with  a statutory  nuisance  notice. 
An  order  was  made  by  the  Court  and  the  work  carried  out  within  the 
time  specified. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSE. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  was  one  comnon  lodging  house 
in  your  district,  situated  in  the  City  of  Dan,  Whitwick.  A report  on 
its  condition  was  presented  to  the  Health  Committee  during  the  year 
and  after  due  deliberation  it  was  decided  to  limit  the  licence  of  the 
keeper  to  the  28th  February,  1959,  and  thus  bring  about  its  closure. 

The  premises  are  provided  with  30  beds  for  male  lodgers  but 
during  the  year  the  maximum  number  of  occupants  was  15* 
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TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS. 


In  addition  to  the  licensed  caravans  we  have  had  our  quota 
of  hawkers,  gypsies,  carpet  sellers  and  such  like.  Many  have  stayed 
less  than  the  period  allowed  by  law  but  some  have  had  to  be  coup  ell ed 
to  move  when  this  period  has  been  exceeded. 

There  was  some  improvement  on  Central  Field  where  the  owner 
has  succeeded  in  obtaining  a site  licence  under  the  Public  Health  Act 
and  was  at  the  end  of  the  year  awaiting  the  approval  of  the  planning 
authority.  If  and  when  this  permission  is  obtained  one  hopes  that 
there  will  be  no  delay  in  abiding  by  the  conditions  laid  down. 

No  decision  was  reached  by  the  Council  although  several 
meetings  were  held  to  discuss  the  question  of  a municipally  owned 
site. 

HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS . 

One  house  has  been  let  in  lodgings  during  the  year  and  has 
been  inspected  on  frequent  occasions.  No  case  of  overcrowding  was 
found  at  these  premises. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  in  the  area. 

SWUMENG  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

There  are  no  privately  owned  swimming  baths  or  pools  in  the 
area  for  public  use.  The  Council* s swimming  baths  are  now  open  to 
the  public  throughout  the  year. 

Daily  tests  of  the  water  for  chlorine  residual  and  alkalinity 
were  made  and  bacteriological  examinations  were  satisfactory . 

SCHOOLS . 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  more  modern  schools  in  your 
area  is  satisfactory  but  in  a few  cases  where  the  premises  are  old 
they  leave  something  to  be  desired.  One  school  in  an  unsewered  part 
of  the  district  still  has  conservancy  type  closet  accommodation  and 
further  requests  have  been  made  with  a view  to  this  position  being 
improved.  No  sewer  is  available  in  this  area  and  it  will  not  be  easy 
to  find  a suitable  position  for  a septic  tank. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  close  any  schools  on  account  of' 
infectious  disease  nor  was  in  any  school  disinfection  carried  out. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  1 918 . 

. following  tables  are  similar  to  those  supplied  to  the 

Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service  and  give  details  of  inspections 
of  factories  and  of  defects  found 


TABLE  1 


Number  of 


Number  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Prosec- 

utions 

(i) 

Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3, 4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

4 

7 

- 

— 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

71 

100 

2 

- 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
( excluding  ou  twork  er s ' 
premises) . 

9 

4 

- 

- 

Total 

84 

111 

2 

- 

20. 


. . . 


’ 


:• 

. 

: 1 

• , 

. . . 

: • 

•• 


» 


CASES  IN  which  DEFECTS  were  found  . 


TABLE  2 

Numb  er 

of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found.  ..  J 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Inspector  Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (Si) 

Overcrowding  (S2) 

— 

— 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S3) 

1 

— 

_ 

! 

i 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S 4) 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S6) 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S7) 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

— 

— 

— 

1 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(not  including  offences  relating 
to  outwork) 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Total 

3 

1 

- 

1 

The  table  shown  hereunder  relates  to  outworkers  and  is  an 
extract  from  the  form  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National 
Service. 


Section  110  Section  111 


No . of  Outworkers 
in  August  list. 

(Sec. 110(1) (c) 

No.  of  cases  of 
default  in  sending 
lists  to  Council. 

No.  of  prosecutions 
for  failure  to 

supply  lists . 

| No.  of  instances 

l of  work  in  unwhole- 

) some  premises. 

Notices  served. 

Prosecutions . 

Wearing  Making  etc . 

76 

M 

Apparel 

. 

Umbrellas 

2 

— 

- 

** 

- 

— 

— 

Stuffed  Toys 

4 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

1 

82 

i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

There  were  no  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  in  the  homes 
of  outworkers. 
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ATIOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 


I -wrote  at  some  length  in  last  year’s  report  on  the 
implications  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956.  On  the  1st  June,  1956  the 
remaining  sections  of  the  Act  came  into  force.  Amongst  other  things 
these  now  require  that  grit  and  dust  from  furnaces  shall  be  minimised. 

Whilst  some  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  amount  of 
pollution  from  dark  smoke  there  has,  in  my  opinion,  been  no  reduction 
in  the  amount  of  grit  and  dust  put  into  the  atmosphere  by  certain 
furnaces  and  processes  in  the  town.  The  position  is  being  very 
carefully  watched  and  suitable  action  will  be  taken  to  minimise  the 
nuisance. 


By  reorganisation  of  steam  supplies  it  was  found  possible 
during  the  year  to  discontinue  the  use  of  one  hand-fired  furnace 
used  for  steam  raising.  Provision  of  smoke  consuming  appliances  to 
another  furnace  has  reduced  the  amount  of  dark  smoke  emitted  from 
that  source. 

During  the  year  coal  fired  locomotives  were  withdrawn  from 
the  Leicester-Burton  passenger  service  and  replaced  by  a three  coach 
diesel  unit.  A diesel  locomotive  has  also  replaced  a coal  fired 
locomotive  on  one  of  the  local  mineral  lines. 

One  looks  for  the  day  when  this  system  of  haulage  is  the  only 
one  in  use  by  both  the  British  Railways  and  the  local  collieries. 

KEEPING  OF  ANIMALS. 

Six  inspections  of  piggeries  and  stable  premises  were  made 
during  the  year.  No  serious  nuisances  arose  from  the  keeping  of 
these  animals. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

A full  time  rodent  operator  is  employed  by  your  Authority 
and  the  district  is  systematically  inspected  for  infestations.  A 
charge  of  5/9d  per  hour,  plus  the  cost  of  the  materials,  is  made  for 
the  treatment  of  business  premises. 

Your  Authority's  sewage  farms,  refuse  tips  and . other 
properties,  and  the  banks  of  streams  and  brook— courses  in  the  area 
receive  regulat  attention.  Sewer  treatments  were  carried  out  in 
March  and  September. 
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The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  done 

No.  of  premises  treated  for  rats  ...  ...  221 

No.  of  premises  treated  for  mice  ...  ...  39 

Total  number  of  inspections  (including 

survey)  . . . 4906 

There  were  no  major  rat  infestations  during  the  year. 


SECTION  D 

HOUSING 

In  an  effort  to  keep  within  our  scheduled  programme  of  unfit 
houses  the  Council  during  the  year  ma.de  79  Demolition  Orders  and  one 
Closing  Order.  In  addition  one  undertaking  not  to  raLet  was  accepted. 

The  progress  made  in  this  direction  can  be  seen  from  the 


following  table  :~ 

Number  of  houses  in  3 years  programme  approved 

by  Ministry  4th  August,  1935  292 

Number  of  houses  vacated  at  31st  December,  1958  208 

Number  of  houses  with  operative  orders  but  still 

occupied  at  31st  December,  195&  12 

Total  number  dealt  with  220 

Number  of  houses  remaining  on  scheduled  programme 

and  still  to  be  represented  72 


Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  reconsidered  the 
question  of  new  house  building  and  gave  instructions  for  the  planning 
of  a sufficient  number  of  houses  and  bungalows  to  accommodate  persons 
still  to  be  displaced  from  the  remaining  unfit  houses  in  this  programme. 

No  doubt  some  time  will  elapse  before  these  houses  are  ready 
for  occupation  and  in  the  meantime  I feel  we  should  be  considering 
other  houses  in  the  town  and  deciding  on  our  future  programmes. 

There  is  no  doubt,  in  my  opinion,  that  there  are  still  a 
number  of  houses  in  your  area  which  should  be  considered  for 
demolition.  There  is  also  a great  need  for  planning  the  redevelop- 
ment of  areas  which  might  eventually  be  cleared  of  buildings. 
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Proposals  will  in  due  course  be  placed  before  you  for  your 
consideration. 

On  the  question  of  rehousing  it  was  interesting  to  note  that 
12  one— bedroom  bungalows  were  in  course  of  erection  at  the  close  of 
the  year  and  that  it  is  proposed  to  include  20  two-bedroom  bungalows 
in  the  scheme  mentioned  above.  There  is  an  increasing  need  for  this 
type  of  accommodation.  As  we  go  about  the  town  we  are  very  forcibly 
reminded  of  the  number  of  old  people  often  occupying  accommodation 
totally  unsuited  to  their  needs.  More  often  than  not  they  have  far 

too  many  rooms  with  the  consequent  strain  on  their  physical  and 
financial  resources.  Many  of  them  are  not  well  enough  to  climb 
stairs  let  alone  clean  upstairs  rooms.  The  house  then  becomes  only 
partially  occupied  and  one  soon  begins  to  note  a rapid  deterioration 
in  its  condition.  Many  have  no  near  relatives  to  assist  them  to 
keep  the  house  clean  and  tidy.  How  much  happier  they  would  be  if  it 
were  possible  to  find  them  bungalow  accommodation  of  the  right  size 
and  arrangement.  Accommodation  designed  to  make  life  easier  for 
them.  The  houses  vacated  by  such  a plan  could  then  be  used  for 
younger  couples  with  families . 

At  the  same  time  more  consideration  ought  to  be  given  to  the 
very  great  loneliness  of  many  of  the  old  people,  especially  the  ones 
who  have  no  near  relatives.  In  any  scheme  to  provide  old  peoples1 
homes  this  fact  should  be  borne  in  mind  and  arrangements  made  to 
combat  this  very  great  evil. 

Since  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Rent  Act  85  applications 


for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  have  been  received.  These  have  been 
dealt  with  as  follows 

Number  of  applications  received  85 

Number  of  applications  refused  2 

Number  of  undertakings  by  owners  to 

carry  out  work  52 

Number  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  31 

Number  of  Certificates  revoked  5 
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INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


(l)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 


defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  234 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  862 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(l)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 

the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925  and  1932  49 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  201 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation  49 


REPAIRS  - Informal  Action. 

Number  of  unfit  or  defective  houses  rendered  fit  as 

a result  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 

under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  197 

ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS . 

(1)  Public  Health  Acts . 

Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  by  owners  33 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  4 

(2)  Housing  Act,  1957 » 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices: 

(a)  by  owners 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 
DEMOLITION  AND  CLOSING  ORDERS. 

(l)  Housing  Act,  193-7. • 

(a)  Demolition  Orders  made  under  Section  17  79 

(b)  Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  17 
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(c)  Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  18 

(d)  Undertaking  accepted  under  Section  16(4) 
(3)  Rehousing . 

Houses 

Demolished 


(a)  Demolition  Orders 


58 


1 


Displaced 
Persons  Families 


274 


84 


Number 

(b)  Unfit  houses  closed  2 32 

At  the  close  of  the  year  976  post-war  houses  had  been 
completed  by  your  Authority  (including  50  prefabricated  houses), 
48  by  the  East  Midlands  Housing  Association  and  681  by  private 
enterprise. 


SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


(a)  MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  dairies  and 
distributors  registered  on  31st  December,  1958,  and  the  number  of 
inspections  made 


DAIRIES  (other  than  daily  farms)  and  DISTRIBUTORS  j 
(Section  8,  Milk  & Dairies  Regulations,  1949) 


No. 

of  Contraventions 

No . on 
Register 

No.  of 
Inspections 

Found 

Remedied 

Outstanding 
on  31st  Dec 

Dairies 

13 

108 

- 

— 

— 

Distributors 

40 

51 

— 

- 

- 
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The  district  was  included  in  a Specified  Area  from  the 
1st  Dec  ember , 1954  and  all  milk  sold  must  be  heat  treated  or  bear 
the  designation  Tuberculin  Tested. 

The  table  below  gives  details  of  bacteriological  sampling 
of  milk  during  the  year. 


Designation 

No. of  Samples 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

No. 

Approx  % 

Tuberculin  Tested 

63 

59 

4 

6$ 

Pasteurised 

70 

70 

— 

- 

Sterilised 

16 

16 

- 

- 

Undesignated  prior 
to  Heat  Treatment 

14 

11 

3 

21% 

Total 

163 

156 

7 

h% 

Tne  total  number  of  samples  examined  was  approximately  the 
same  as  in  1957  but  the  percentage  of  unsatisfactory  reports  fell 
from  11$  to  1$, 

From  the  above  Table  it  will  be  seen  that  in  no  case  did  a 
heat  treated  sample  of  milk  (Pasteurised  or  Sterilised)  fail  to  pass 
the  statutory  test. 

It  is  significant  to  note  that  6$  of  the  samples  of  raw 
Tuberculin  Tested  and  21$  of  raw  milk  prior  to  heat  treatment  failed 
to  make  the  grade. 

There  is  one  pasteurising  establishment  licensed  by  the 
County  Council  in  your  district  and  this  has  been  maintained  in  a 
satisfactory  condition. 

11/,  bulk  and  individual  samples  of  milk  were  collected  for 
biological  examination.  7 of  the  bulk  samples  showed  evidence  of 
brucella  abortus.  As  the  milk  from  the  affected  herds  was  already 
being  heat  treated  before  sale  no  stoppage  notices  were  served. 
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Dealers  Licences 


Suppl emen tary  Licences 


Pasteurised 

19 

Pasteurised 

7 

Sterilised 

15 

Sterilised 

— 

Tuberculin  Tested 

19 

Tuberculin  Tested 

4 

(b)  HEAT  AMD  OTHER  FOODS . 

There  are  seven  licenced  slaughterhouses  in  your  area, 
including  one  bacon  factory. 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  animals  inspected 
etc.,  during  1958* 

Number  of  licenced  slaughterhouses 

Animals  slaughtered  therein 

Animals  examined  therein 

Inspections  of  meat  at  time  of 
slaughter 


19698 

19698 

1106 
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DETAILS  OF  CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNATIONS 


TABLE  A 


1 

Cattle 

I 

! 

Lambs  ! 

t 

excl 

Cows 

Calves  j 

& j 

Pigs 

Horses 

Cows 

Sheep  i 

Number  killed 

1320 

38 

1 

2913 

15426 

NIL 

Number  inspected 

1320 

38 

1 

2913 

15426 

NIL 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases 

condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

27 

- 

Carcases  of  which 

some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

333 

3 

*“ 

124 

1273 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 

25.2 

7.9 

4-2 

8 .4 

affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

2 

— 

— 

- 

22 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

116 

6 

- 

- 

615 

- 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 

8.9 

15.8 

— 

— 

4.1 

- 

Tuberculosis 

Cystic ercosis 

Carcase  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

17 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by 

17 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

refrigeration 

\ 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 
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TABLE  B 


Details  of  organs  condemned  and  reason  for  condemnation . 
Tubercular  Offal  etc  : - 


I 


1 

l 

Cows 

Heifers 

Steers 

Pigs 

I 

Heads  and  Tongues 

— 

3 

9 

30 

548 

Pairs  of  Lungs 

2 

10 

63 

21 

Mesenteries  & Intestines 

— 

— 

3 

22 

Stomachs 

— 

— 

3 

Livers 

1 

1 

19 

19 

Spleens 

- 

— 

3 

Plucks 

— 

— 

— 

29 

1 

Non-Tub ercular  Offal  etc:- 


Cows 

Heifers 

Steers 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Lambs 

Heads  and  Tongues:- 

Abs esses 

- 

- 

3 

6 

- 

Actinomycosis 

- 

2 

5 

- 

— 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

- 

3 

10 

— 

— 

Pairs  of  Lungs 

Abscesses 

- 

2 

11 

4 

— 

Cysts 

- 

- 

3 

— 

— 

Emphysema 

- 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Flukes 

- 

2 

— 

Parasitic 

- 

- 

— 

6 

63 

Pleurisy 

- 

4 

40 

222 

— 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

— 

789 

Livers : - 

Abscesses 

- 

9 

51 

— 

3 

Cirrhosis 

1 

1 

15 

108 

Cysts 

— 

— 

2 

16 

6 

Flukes 

- 

11 

39 

1 

23 

Parasitic 

- 

— 

43 

25 

Peritonitis 

2 

8 

1 

30. 
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Non-Tub ercular  Offal  etc ( Cont 1 d ) 






Cows 

Heifers 

Steers 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Lambs 

Part  Livers:- 

Cirrhosis 

2 

38 

2 

Cysts 

3 

Flukes 

1 

13 

109 

1 

Peritonitis 

4 

_ t 

Skirts : - 

C.  Bovis 

— 

1 

1 

Peritonitis 

— 

9 

i — 

1 

L L 

Spleens 

Peritonitis 

— 

5 

42 

3 

Hearts 

Cystic ercus  Bovis 

— 

1 

3 

mm 

Pericarditis 

— 

2 

3 

117 

Mesenteries  & Intestines:- 

Peritonitis 

— 

1 

•mm 

Kidneys : - 

Cystic 

— 

— 

- 

81 

— 

Nephritis 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Plucks :- 

Abscesses 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Pleurisy  etc 

Stomachs 

— 

89 

1 

Peritonitis 

— 

- 

“ 

1 

- 

The  folio-wing  table  shows  the  number  of  animals  inspected 
in  the  town  each  year  since  1947* 


Year  Animals  examined 


1947 

10,335) 

1948 

11,475)  ' 

1949 

15,135) 

Meat  rationing  and 

1950 

17,006) 

Ministry  of  Food 

1951 

15,013) 

control  of  slaughtering 

1952 

18,644) 

to  30th  June,  1954 . 

1953 

17,818) 

1954 

17,721) 

1955 

12,445 

1956 

17,393 

1957 

18,076 

1958 

19,698 
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I would  once  again  draw  your  attention  to  the  continued 
increase  in  the  number  of  food  animals  which  are  required  to  be 
examined  by  your  meat  inspectors.  It  is  rather  surprising  to  find 
that  this  now  exceeds  the  previous  peak  year  of  1952  when  the 
Government  Controlled  Slaughterhouse  was  feeding  with  rationed  meat 
a population  of  over  73,000.  In  spite  of  this  increase  we  have 
continued  to  inspect  all  animals  slaughtered. 

During  the  year  the  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations 
and  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations  were 
published.  The  whole  of  the  latter  and  Part  I of  the  former  came 
into  force  on  the  1st  January,  1959. 

The  Regulations  are  quite  stringent  and  set  a high  standard 
both  for  construction  and  hygiene. 

Before  the  2nd  November,  I960  we  shall  be  required  to  submit 
a report  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & Food  on  the 
condition  of  the  slaughterhouses  in  our  area.  Owners  of  these  premises 
will  have  to  decide  before  we  submit  our  reports  whether  or  not  they 
are  prepared  to  spend  the  money  necessary  to  make  their  premises 
conform  to  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations.  In  many  cases  the 
expense  of  providing  the  necessary  facilities  and  accommodation  will 
be  very  high,  and  in  some  cases  it  would  appear  that  the  alterations 
might  be  impracticable. 

DISPOSAL  OF  UNSOUND  FOOD. 

The  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  during  the  year 
amounted  to  12- tons  6-cwts  2-qrs  2-lbs. 

In  addition  the  following  foods  were  surrendered  and 
destroyed  : - 

id 5 tins  Tomatoes 
241  tins  Vegetables 
424  tins  Fruit 
81  tins  Fish 

52  tins  Meat  & Fish  Pastes 
141  tins  Soup 
12  tins  Chicken 
48  tins  Milk 
6-lbs  Fresh  Fish 
599-lbs  2-ozs  Meat 

All  meat  and  offal  after  condemnation  is  stained  with  a 
green  dye  to  prevent  its  disposal  for  numan  consumption.  It  is  v 
collected  by  two  firms  specialising  in  the  recovery  of  industrial 


131-lbs  3-ozs  Beef 
144-lbs  12-o zs  Ham 
52-lbs  2-ozs  Tongue 
9-lbs  Butter 
24-lbs  Demerara  Sugar 
26  Packets  Cereals 
61  Jars  Pickles 
9 Bottles  Cordials 
7 tins  Animal  Food 
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waste  and  by^a  local  dog  breeder  who,  after  sterilisation  of  the 
meat,  feeds  it  to  his  dogs.  There  is  no  sale  of  pet  food  from 
these  promises  nor  does  this  person  carry  on  any  food  business.  A 

similar  system  is  operated  in  the  case  of  other  unsound  food  where 
their  nature  allows  them  to  be  used  for  such  purposes.  When  the 
food  is  contained  in  tins  the  cans  arc  punctured  and  then  conveyed 

to  one  of  the  Council's  refuse  tips  where  they  are  buried  under 
supervision. 


FOOD  PREMISES. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  types  of  food 
premises  in  your  area 


Bakehouses  7 

Butchers  shops  33 

Canteens  (works,  schools, 
sports  clubs  etc.)  50 

Cooked  meats  12 

Dairies  13 

Fish  shops,  including 
fried  fish  shops  23 

General  food  shops  139 

Ice  cream  premises  69 

Licenced  premises 
and  clubs  57 

Restaurants,  cafes  and 
snack  bars  8 


Registered  under  Section  16  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955* 

Registered  under  Milk  & Dairies 
Regulations,  1949-54* 


Registered  under  Section  16  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955* 


Under  various  legislation  affecting  food  shops,  stores, 
food  preparation  etc  premises,  the  undermentioned  inspections  were 
carried  out 


Butchers  Shops  104 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  24 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  15 

Grocers  344 

Fried  Fish  Shops  36 

Ice  Cream  premises  84 

Manufacture  & preparation  of  preserved  food  30 

Restaurants  and  Dining  rooms  69 

Food  vans  and  vehicles  54 

Public  markets  and  foods tails  293 

Licenced  premises  59 , 

Bakehouses  58 

Other  food  premises  64 
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I would  once  again  comment  on  the  way  open  foods  are 
exposed  in  many  shops.  As  I said  last  year,  we  have  constantly  to 
remind  shopkeepers  that  these  foods  should  be  provided  with  suitable 
coverings  to  protect  them  from  flies,  dust,  etc.  We  are  still 
seeing  calces,  cooked  meats,  cheese,  etc.  placed  in  the  most  stupid 
p aces.  Glass  display  cabinets  are  filled  with  wrapped  goods  and 
cream  cakes  on  open  trays  resting  on  cartons  about  a foot  from  the 
shop  floor.  Often  near  the  door  and  in  a position  where  customers 
rub . up  against  them.  It  would  appear  that  in  some  cases  legal 
action  will  have  to  be  taken  and  an  example  made  of  the  culprits. 

One  would  think  that  after  all  these  years  of  health  education  such 
things  would  not  be  seen.  I am  sure  that  no  housewife  would  leave 
cakes  exposed  to  such  contamination  in  her  own  home,  but  very  often 
she  cheerfully  accepts  them  from  the  shopkeeper  knowing  full  well 
that  they  have  not  had  the  right  measure  of  protection.  Oh  for  a 
"League  of  Anti-contaminationists,,T.  Members  drawn  from  the  8,000 
houses  in  the  town.  Objects  - To  refuse  to  accept  food  which  has 
not  been  kept  under  hygenic  conditions  or  has  been  presented  to  them 
in  an  unhygienic  manner.  Three  public  health  inspectors  can  only 
touch  the  fringe  of  this  problem.  Such  a League  could  do  more  good 
on  one  single  Friday  afternoon  than  we  shall  do  in  a whole  year. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  visits  etc.  made  in 
connection  with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 


Number  of  Premises  inspected  154 
Number  of  Inspections  made  308 
Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  65 
Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  63 
Number  of  Informal  Notices  outstanding 

at  31st  December  66 
Number  of  prosecutions  1 


As  shown  above  police  court  proceedings  were  taken  in  one 
case.  The  action  was  taken  under  Article  9(e)  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations,  1955  and  we  alleged  that  a fishmonger  on  the  open  market 
had  been  found  smoking  a cigarette  whilst  handling  fish.  The  case 
was  heard  at  the  local  magistrates  court  and  the  defendant  said  that 
as  he  was  leaving  the  stall  to  have  his  lunch  he  lit  a cigarette. 

When  he  had  gone  a few  yards  his  assistant  called  him  back  to  fillet 
a plaice.  He  then  put  his  cigarette  down  on  the  edge  of  the  stall 
and  washed  his  hands  before  cutting  the  fish.  The  magistrates 
dismissed  the  case  on  the  grounds  that  the  "defendant  had  ceased  to 
use  tobacco  (by  putting  his  cigarette  down)  when  he  started  handling 
the  food  and  had  not  thereafter  used  tobacco  again". 

v 

It  would  appear  that  on  that  interpretation  of  the 
Regulations  an  offence  is  only  committed  outside  a food  room  if  a 
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person  is  seen  handling  open  food  with  a lighted  cigarette  or  pipe 
in  his  hand  or  In  his  mouth.  I do  not  believe  that  that  was  what 
the  legislators  had  in  mind  when  the  Regulation  was  framed. 


(c)  ICE  CREAM. 

Under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  there 
were  registered  at  the  close  of  the  year  69  premises  for  the  sale 
of  ice  cream  and  1 for  its  manufacture  and  retailing. 

44  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for  examination 
during  the  year.  39  of  these  were  placed  in  provisional  Grade  I 
(Methylene  Blue  Test)  and  5 in  Grade  II. 


(d)  ADULTERATION  ETC . 

Your  Authority  is  not  responsible  for  this  work,  the  food 
adulteration  clauses  being  administered  by  the  County  Council. 


/ 


. ' ■:  * ' 

... 


' 

f ...  . - - •- 


. . • , . . ' • ■ • • ' 

...  • . 

* - ■*  * ' 


■ ■ 


, : 

- — - - » • • 


.....  ' ..  • •'  ■ ..  : . " ■ - 


